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HOUSE BI LL 1202

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Quall, D ckerson, Poulsen, Smth, O Brien, Costa
Ogden and Mason

Read first tinme 01/17/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to high school credit equival encies; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 230. 090 and 28A. 305. 285; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. 1In 1994, the |l egislature directed the higher
education board and the state board of education to convene a task
force to examne and provide recomendations on establishing credit
equi val enci es. In Novenber 1994, the task force recomended
unani nously that the state board of education maintain the definition
of five quarter or three senester college credits as equivalent to one
hi gh school credit. Therefore, the legislature intends to adopt the
recommendati ons of the task force.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 230. 090 and 1993 c¢c 371 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equival encies for students. Any course in
Washi ngton state history and governnent used to fulfill high schoo
graduation requirenents is encouraged to include information on the
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culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican |ndian peoples who
were the first inhabitants of the state.

(2) Inrecognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce m ninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenents and shall report such findings to the
legislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenent for instruction in | anguages ot her
than English established by the state board of education or a |oca
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican |Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or local school district graduation requirement for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than Engli sh.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal | be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenments if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academ c
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade cl asses, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the sanme course requirenents and examnations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c |evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for
sevent h and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the school
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted hi gh school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any other additional assignnent to receive credit. Subsection (4) of
this section shall also apply to students enrolled in high school on
April 11, 1990, who took the courses before attendi ng high school.

(6) At the college or university level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 305. 285 and 1994 ¢ 222 s 2 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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((5)) By May 1, 1994, or as soon as possible thereafter, the
hi gher education coordinating board and the state board of education
shall convene a task force creating a forum for ongoi ng di scussion of
curriculum issues that transect higher education and the conmon
school s. In selecting nmenbers of the task force, the boards shal
consult the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the
conmi ssion on student learning, the state board for community and
techni cal coll eges, the work force training and educati on coordi nating
board, the Wshington <council on high school-college relations,
representatives of the four-year institutions, representatives of the
school directors, the school and district admnistrators, teachers,
hi gher education faculty, students, counselors, vocational directors,
parents, and other interested organizations. The process shall be
designed to provide advice and counsel to the appropriate boards on
topics that may include but are not limted to: (((a0)) (1) The
changi ng nature of educational instruction and crediting, and awardi ng
appropriate credit for know edge and conpetencies learned in a variety
of ways in both institutions of higher education and high schools;
((b)y)) (2) options for students to enroll in prograns and i nstitutions
that will best neet the students’ needs and educational goals; and
((€e))) (3) articulation agreenents between institutions of higher
education and hi gh school s.

Passed t he House February 28, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 17, 1997.

Approved by the Governor April 26, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 26, 1997.
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